
SNAKE BITE OR 


SUSPECTED SNAKE BITE





1.  Remove patient from danger. Assume venomous


     snake until proven otherwise. Limit patient movement.


2.  Assess ABC’s


3.  Oxygen


4.  Do Not transport a live snake


5.  Do not spend excessive time in search for snake, but bring 


     snake if possible for identification.








Obvious Puncture Wounds?





YES





NO





Patient Conscious and Alert?





YES








IV, LR/NS, TKO in unaffected extremity





NO





1. For Extremity bites:


Apply light constrictiong band proximal  to bite


Cool pack to would, elevate, and splint extremity


2. Restrict voluntary patient movement


3. Contact Medical Control











Patient Conscious and Alertr?





YES





No





Refer  to Decreased Level of consciousness Algorithm





Refer to Cardiogenic Shock Algorithm





Continue to


Monitor & Transport





Additional Notes:


Cool packs to bite sites are used for pain relief,


DO NOT immerse or use ice directly on the wound, it will only increase tissue damage.





As part of  the patient history, determine any allergies to horses or horse serum.





Question regarding pervious doses of antivenum





EMT-P





EMT-I





EMT








